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NEWSLETTER
APRIL 2021

Wimborne-Valognes Twinning Association

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Members

What a start this year has been. Not only were we forced into another lockdown, the weather 
decided we’d had enough of a good time and so gave us a load of rain followed by a long cold 
dry spell. Poor flowers and wildlife, they have been struggling as to what to do.

All this pales into insignificance with the very sad and sudden loss of our Secretary Norman. I 
don’t wish to add any more than what I have already shared with you; needless to say we 
shall all miss him. I have kept in contact with Velda and I do hope that we shall continue to see 
her as and when she is ready. Norman would have wanted us to crack on….and so we have.

I am pleased and also excited to announce that next year’s dinner with our French friends will 
be at Crane Valley Golf Club, which has stunning views across the countryside. This is a real 
move away from our usual venue but I can assure you, you will not be disappointed.

In addition to this, we have organised three social events for this year: 

1) 9th September, 7.30pm, St Catherine’s Church Hall
Our first get together since the pandemic, a chance to see all our friends again but 
also to celebrate Norman’s contribution to the Association. This event will be free to 
all members. Wine and snacks will be available. All raffle tickets sales will go to the 
Dreamflight charity.

 2) 28th October, Royal British Legion, Wimborne
Quiz night….open to all with a maximum of 50 places.

3) 3rd December, 7.30pm, St Catherine’s Church Hall 
Lets end the year on some fun with our annual wine tasting.

I would like to thank the committee for helping put this all together, and to Louise Hinks who 
spent an afternoon with me looking at venues for our dinner.

Let’s all now look forward to some exciting times ahead, we shall work hard in packing 2022 
with some fun events. And hope that Norman, wherever he may be, may look at us and feel 
proud that we are forging ahead.

I very much look forward to seeing you all soon.

Have a wonderful summer.



WVTA  members  were  saddened  to  hear  of  the
sudden death of Norman Payne on 20 February 2021.
Norman  died  from  complications  following  an
operation on a broken leg. He was 85.

Norman John Payne was born in 1936 in East London.
He  made  a career  in banking  where he met Velda.
Together  they  lived  and  worked  in  several  towns
around  the  country  before  their final  move  to
Broadstone.

A keen cyclist since his forties, Norman cycled in most
European countries, but he particularly liked to cycle
in Normandy. He fostered a friendship with cyclists in
St  Lô (twinned  with  Christchurch)  and  organised  a
number of  rides for  British cyclists  to participate in
the annual St Lô cider festival. 

For  10  years  Norman  lived  with Inclusion  Body
Myositis  (IBM),  an  inflammatory  and  degenerative
muscle disease that causes weakening of muscle and
can also cause cognitive impairment. 

Norman’s mantra  was  to  concentrate  on  what  a
person can do and not what they can't, and so while
the disease began to curtail  his physical activities, he
showed  great  strength  of  character  by  involving
himself  further  with  the  running  of  the  WVTA.  He
gained much  satisfaction  from  communicating  with
the twinning members and keeping everyone up to
date with events. He made sure things went to plan
with gentle reminders to the committee.

One of Norman’s ambitions was to be a journalist and
in  later  years  he  did  a  sterling  job  of  editing this
Newsletter,  managing  to  fill  it  with  relevant  and
interesting content even during a year of  lockdown
and cancelled events. 

Norman supported live music and theatre. Even when
wheelchair bound  he travelled long distances  to see
performances.  Through  his  knowledge  of  the  local
music scene he was able to  arrange for a variety of
talented musicians and singers to perform at WVTA
meetings.

At the memorial service, President  David  Emes  said
Norman’s contribution  to  the  WVTA  was  immense
and  helped  ensure  that  the  Association  continued
and thrived.  David felt  honoured  and  privileged  to
have known Norman and  to  have been able to call
him a friend, and he was sure this was true of all the
members.
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Norman John Payne

From right to left: Norman Payne (Secretary) 
Malcolm Lowe (Chairman) and Mike Wharfe 
(Treasurer) at the 2017 AGM

Dacombes of Wimborne
61-63 Leigh Road

Wimborne
01202 882615



La cabane d’Albert

Mon ami Albert, originaire de Liverpool, m'a aidé dans
mon jardin à Calais. Il vit dans une cabane de pêcheurs
au bord du canal  entre Calais  et Saint-Omer.  La pièce
principale  de  la  cabane  est  fabriqué  en  béton,  mais
Albert y a ajouté en construisant trois autres pièces en
bois.  Le  logement  est  petit,  mais  confortable  et  au
milieu  de son salon se trouve un poêle à bois  (wood
burning stove). Les grands magasins d'électroménagers
de  Calais,  comme  Darty,  font  livrer  leurs  gros
électroménagers  comme  des  réfrigérateurs  dans  des
caisses en bois. L'élimination du bois est un problème
pour eux, alors ils sont très heureux qu'Albert l'emporte
dans sa  petite remorque (trailer)  qu'il  tire derrière sa
voiture. Les gros morceaux de bois qu'il utilise pour les
extensions  de sa  cabane,  et  les  petits  morceaux vont
dans son poêle à bois. Son jardin a à peu près la taille de
deux courts de tennis. Il y a deux vieilles caravanes. Ils
lui ont été données parce qu’elles ont fui (leaked) ce qui
a empêchê les propriétaires de s'en débarrasser (to get
rid of). Parfois en été, quand la pluie n'est pas prévue,
Albert dort dans l'un d'eux pour changer. Il a aussi deux
vieilles voitures qui ne fonctionnent pas, mais il espère
les réparer un jour. Cela peut donner l'impression que le
jardin est comme une cour de ferraille (junk yard). C'est
loin  d'être  la  vérité.  Albert  y  travaille  tous  les  jours.
L'herbe  est  coupée  de  près  avec  des  bords  nets.  Le
chemin de gravier  soigné a  des  fleurs  qui  poussent  à
côté et il cultive légumes et fruits dans une grande cage
qu'il a construite, car les pigeons sont un problème. Le
portail  en  bois  blanc  fraîchement  peint  est  maintenu
verrouillé mais quand vous arrivez, il y a une cloche à
main pour sonner et Albert se dépêche avec un grand
sourire pour vous saluer.

Albert’s cabin

My friend Albert, originally from Liverpool, helped me
in my garden in Calais. He lives in a fisherman's hut by
the canal between Calais and Saint-Omer. The main
room in  the  cabin  is  made  of  concrete,  but  Albert
added to it  by building three more wooden rooms.
The accommodation is small, but comfortable and in
the middle of the living room is a wood burning stove.
The  large  electrical  appliance  stores  in  Calais,  like
Darty, have their big appliances, such as refrigerators,
delivered in wooden boxes. Disposing of the wood is
a  problem  for  them,  so  they  are  very  happy  that
Albert  carries  it  away  in  his  small  trailer  which  he
pulls behind his car. The large pieces of wood he uses
for the extensions of his cabin, and the small pieces
go in his wood stove. His garden is about the size of
two tennis courts. There are two old caravans. They
were  given  to  him  because  they  leaked  and  that
prevented  the  owners  from  getting  rid  of  them.
Sometimes in the summer, when rain is not forecast,
Albert will sleep in one for a change. He also has two
old cars that don't  work,  but he hopes to fix them
someday. This can make the garden look like a junk
yard.  This  is  far  from the truth.  Albert  works there
every day. The grass is cut closely with clean edges.
The neat gravel path has flowers growing next to it,
and he grows vegetables and fruit in a large cage that
he  built,  as  pigeons  are  a  problem.  The  freshly
painted white wooden gate is kept locked but when
you  arrive  there  is  a  hand  bell  to  ring  and  Albert
hurries with a big smile to greet you.
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Chris Webb continues recounting his experiences of spending time at his property in France.



Françoise

In  the  mid  1990s  Pauline  and  I  hosted  a  mature
student  from  France  who  was  on  a  seven  week
placement in England. Her name was Françoise and
she was training to be a bilingual secretary. We lived
at Coleshill  to the East of Birmingham and Françoise
was placed to work at the British Coal office in nearby
Water Orton.

Françoise wrote a report to describe her experience
at the end of her placement. It’s interesting to read
her observations of England in her own words:

After ten minutes we arrived in Coleshill, the church
tower of  which  can be  seen from afar.  It’s  a  lovely
little  town  of  about  35,000  people,  situated  in  a
residential area, and I could note the similarity with
the  French  country.  On the  other  hand,  the  houses
were  very  different,  ones  are  in  red  bricks,  others
painted white  or  light  colour,  roofs  in  flat  tiles  and
little well kept gardens.

I met Graham who arrived from work, and we went
out to visit  Coleshill:  the high street, the shops,  the
park,  and  I  had  my  first  drink  in  a  pub  “The
Wheatsheaf”. As with all the pubs it was a meeting
place,  warm,  animated,  where  everybody  likes  to
meet to chat after work or to pass the evening with
friends.

Of her work at British Coal, Françoise says:

Everybody was very  friendly  and after some days,  I
felt that I had worked in this Company for a long time.
The Managing Director and all the staff are called by
their first names, as is the custom in England, and this
makes relations easier.

All offices worked in teams and in collaboration. Many
meetings were  held to reach decisions.  Professional
relations seemed more established and with a team
spirit.

All people worked with much care and attention and
sometimes  we  took  a  coffee  break.  It  was  very
motivating to work in this atmosphere.

Langham Wine Estate wins 
world class prize

Some members may remember spending an 
enjoyable afternoon in 2019 at the Langham Wine 
Estate near Dorchester, on a visit organised by the 
Wimborne-Ochsenfurt Twinning Association. 
In November 2020, the Langham Wine Estate won 
the Sparkling Wine Producer of the Year at the 
International Wine and Spirit Competition (IWSC) 
2020 beating French Champagne house Veuve 
Clicquot.
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WHY?

Having reached the milestone of  50,  I  decided it  was
time to find a new challenge before it was too late. I had
brought up my two girls as a single Mum after losing my
husband at an early age, was in an unfulfilling job and
my girls  had  grown and  flown the  nest.  I  needed  an
adventure.

It was on a booze cruise with a group of friends from
Poole to Cherbourg that the seed was sown. We arrived
early in Cherbourg and drove down to St-Mère-Église for
breakfast  and while waiting for the troops to use the
facilities in the café, I happened to glance into an Estate
Agent's  window  –  WOW,  you  get  an  awful  lot  of
property for your money! Knowing that if I decamped to
France I would  still  have to  earn a  living,  the  idea  of
running a B&B was born.

WHERE?

Back  on  the  Barfleur  on  our  return  journey  to  Poole
I picked up a copy of the Brittany Ferry magazine  and
there among the adverts was one for "Normandy House
Hunters".  At the first opportunity I  made the call  and
met  Gill  and  John,  a  delightful  couple  who employed
their  previous  experience  of  being  Estate  Agents  to
trawl the local offices and identify suitable properties to
view when their clients were able to visit France. I had
already  decided  that  the  Peninsula  was  the  area
I wanted to explore as my family were living in the Corfe
Mullen/Broadstone  area  and so I needed to be able to
remain in close contact with them.

Following several sorties to the Cotentin, Gill and John
came up trumps (with the aid of the lovely  Bernard in
Portbail)  and  they  found  a  beautifully  restored
farmhouse only 4 km from La Haye du Puits. The only
problem with this "mini chateau" was that there were 7
bedrooms but only one tiny toilet  tucked away under
the stairs! Nevertheless with the aid of a great plumber
from St Sauveur, I finally achieved a wonderful chambre
d'hôte with 5 bedrooms and as many toilets, baths and
showers as required.

With  the  admin  help  of  my  best  buddy  back  in
Broadstone  the  bookings  started  coming  and  my  life
changed completely.

AND THEN ...

I had ten years of fun and friendship in France – didn't
make a fortune but did make so many great  memories
and met so many wonderful people. Being part of the

local community was a fantastic experience and all the
social  gatherings  gave  me  such  a  special  insight  into
"being French".

However time crept on and as I reached retirement age
and  the  arrival  of  several  grandchildren,  I  reluctantly
decided to return to the UK. Yes it was very hard work
but I am so glad I did it.

Editor’s note: The lovely Bernard from Portbail told Jane
he  remembered  doing  a  presentation  on  buying
property in  France to the Wimborne-Valognes Twinning
Association.
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Jane’s French Adventure

Jane, originally from Scotland but now living in Poole, talks about buying and running a chambre d'hôte 
near to La Haye du Puits.



Local French language courses

Weekly U3A self-help group

contact Groups Secretary

tel: 01258 840622

or get a U3A leaflet from the library at 
Colehill, Wimborne or Corfe Mullen,

or visit www.wimborneu3a.org.uk

Beginners, “refreshers”, 
improvers, GCSE

one-to-one, or small groups

- contact Christina Phillippo

tel: 01202 699075

(fully qualified French teacher)

Twinning Websites

Wimborne: www.wvta.org.uk

Valognes:
www.sites.google.com/site/cjvalogneswimborne

Dorset Twinning Association: www.twinning.org.uk
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The newsletter is edited and set by Graham Richards, tel: 01258 857341   
e-mail contributions to: editor@wvta.org.uk 

or send clear copy to 10 Jubilee Way, Sturminster Marshall, Wimborne, BH21 4JU
deadlines : 15 Dec, 15 Mar, 15 June, 15 Sept

BRITTANY FERRIES - Concessions

Brittany Ferries are unable to offer discounts to WVTA members at the moment.

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING
in this newsletter- £15 or 25 euros a year ; Includes free entry on our web site www.wvta.org.uk

WVTA members
private adverts are FREE

Contact the Editor

Les publicités commerciales dans ce bulletin ainsi que sur notre site Internet ne coûtent que 25 euros par an. 
Les annonces à titre privé des membres des associations de jumelage sont gratuites.

WVTA Committee

For enquiries regarding membership and exchange 
visits please contact the President or Treasurer.

Others:
Maya Chatterjee
Bobbie Chinnick
Damaris Eaton

Sue Hansen
Chris Webb

Mike Wharfe

Archivist:
Malcolm Lowe 
01202 694037

20 Edwina Drive,
Poole, BH17 7JG

archive@wvta.org.uk

Newsletter & Webmaster: 
Graham Richards 

01258 857341
editor@wvta.org.uk

webmaster@wvta.org.uk

President:
David Emes

07885 791368
president@wvta.org.uk

Treasurer:
Peter Brooks 
01202 619892

treasurer@wvta.org.uk

Secretary:
Mike Shapcott 

secretary@wvta.org.uk

Town Council 
Representative: 

Louise Hinks
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